is in inadequate descriptions of techniques of a more specialized nature. Gonioscopy, for example, is dealt with much too briefly and two minute and totally inadequate black and white sketches illustrate the section. Binocular indirect ophthalmoscopy could be considerably amplified, both with regard to the actual techniques and the interpretation of the appearances. The space devoted to the X-ray localization of intra-ocular foreign bodies amounts to half a page of text and the electroretinogram is allotted even less.
Certain tables included in the text which apply only to the United States, as for example the tables on visual standards required for the armed forces, or information regarding workmen's compensation, might be better placed as an appendix.
The illustrations, especially the sketches illustrating lesions of the lids, conjunctiva and cornea, are poor by modem standards and there are an unnecessary number of reproductions of photographs of a variety of.ophthalmic instruments; many of these are of historical interest only. This collection of essays by 23 experts in cervical pathology offers a great deal for the instruction of trainees and less experienced pathologists.
The authors face the need for definitions and, using very lucid English supported by excellent microphotography, they supply this. Carcinoma in situ is laid alongside its probable predecessor, epithelial dysplasia; reserve cells in pathological states and physiological states such as pregnancy are also well described. The various theories of their origin and control make interesting reading but leave, inevitably, many gaps in our knowledge.
The 'borderlines' of pathology are widely discussed by the essayists and one especial 'border' is repeatedly *described, viz. marked epithelial dysplasia. The natural history of this condition, whether it disappears or progresses to carcinoma in situ, is a matter for speculation in the individual patient. The authors take the view that marked cervical epithelial dysplasia must be watched closely for it can proceed to a form of known precancercarcinoma in situ. Another borderline, carcinoma in situ with cellular penetration of the stroma, is also described and admirably portrayed by photography.
In the practice which rests on 'cytopathology' the clinician must often ride two horses: one, a desire to be conservative, and the other, due regard for the patient's safety. This can be exemplified when a cone biopsy study shows carcinoma in situ with a lymphatic channel plugged with malignant-appearing epithelium.
In these circumstances what is the clinician to recommend in a woman of 28 and especially when she wishes children? Hysterectomy? And if so, how extensive? Moore and Taylor face the difficulties of the positive smear and the positive biopsy in pregnancy. When a nibble biopsy from the pregnant cervix shows carcinoma in situ the question must be put 'Is there co-existent carcinoma and, if so, can we ask the mother to await delivery (before full conization) in the interest of her child?' The screening of pregnant women is now widely accepted and the obstetrician may have to face problems of investigation and treatment entwined with ethics for, of course, a price in foetal deaths must be paid for ruthless search for histology by conization in the patient with a positive smear. Your reviewer found this chapter, with its splendid photography, of special interest and the full bibliography will be of great assistance to all workers in this field.
The Austrian experts, Navratil and Antoine, outline the limitations and advantages of colposcopy and colpomicroscopy as a supplementary method of investigation.
The penultimate essay comes as rather a surprise in this kind oftextbook but is none the less most thought-provoking. The title 'The Patient Herself' by Professor Keller, who holds a Chair of Psychiatry, is stimulating and indeed might well be recommended to a School of Theology or Medicine.
The importance of this book of essays rests on pathology and in the clinical handling of the patient. Koss's chapter on the exfoliative cytological technique, however, balances this and represents a masterly synthesis of his well-known textbook. The book is recommended to all engaged in this specialized field, and equally to the clinician who, as a member of the diagnostic team, must make vital decisions. C C Thomas are to be congratulated on the excellence of the production and especially the microphotography. The interpretation of kinetic studies with boneseeking isotopes is still somewhat controversial. Despite the substantial volume of work produced all over the world in the past ten years, there is still no real agreement as to the true rate of bone
